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BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 

At a Meeting of the 
 

PARKING TASK AND FINISH GROUP 
 

Held on Tuesday, 15 November 2011 at 12.00 pm in 
Dereham Room, Committee Suite, Elizabeth House, Walpole Loke, Dereham 

 
PRESENT  
Mrs S.M. Matthews (Chairman) 
Mr P.J. Duigan 
Mr K. Martin 
 

Mr W. R. J. Richmond 
Mr B. Rose 
Mrs P.A. Spencer 
 

 
In Attendance  
David Green - Corporate Projects Manager 
Helen McAleer - Senior Committee Officer 
Teresa Smith - Committee Officer (Scrutiny & Projects) 

 
  
 Members had carried out a tour of the Breckland owned car parks in 

Dereham and returned to Elizabeth House for the meeting.   
 
An updated agenda and comments received sheet were tabled and 
time was given for Members to read the information prior to the start 
of the meeting.  

 

  Action By 
24/11 MINUTES   
  
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 October 2011 were confirmed as 

a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
  

 

25/11 APOLOGIES   
  
 Apologies for absence were received from Mr G Bambridge, Mrs D 

Irving and Anthony Wright. 
  

 

26/11 URGENT BUSINESS   
  
 None. 

  
 

27/11 DECLARATION OF INTEREST   
  
 No declarations were made. 

  
 

28/11 STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK   
  
 The Committee Officer (Scrutiny & Projects) noted that a lot of the 

comments received concerned charging for parking and some people 
might attend the public meeting for that reason.  There would be 
another article in the local press raising awareness of the public 
meeting.  All comments would be logged and included in the final report 
to the Overview & Scrutiny Commission.   
 
With regard to responses from Stakeholders so far, there had been 
comments from the Orchard Surgery, but not from the Theatre Street 
Surgery.  Norfolk Constabulary had also responded, but Norfolk County 
Council Highways had not. 
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 Action By 

 
From the 7th November, responsibility for civil parking enforcement had 
passed to the Norfolk Parking Partnership.  The Chairman asked to 
what extent they would monitor parking in Breckland. 
 
Mr Duigan pointed out that the Partnership would only enforce on-street 
parking and would not be looking after the car parks.  He added that he 
had met with the Highway Surveyor to discuss some of the issues and 
one problem was that signage had to comply with very specific criteria 
to allow enforcement. 
 
Mr Martin asked whether the public response stating that disabled 
parking spaces should be 10% was correct.  The Corporate Projects 
Manager said that previous improvements to Dereham car parks had 
been carried out in consultation with the Access Group.  A town-wide 
view had been taken on providing an agreed number of bays in the right 
locations.  Cowper Road car park was the only one improved and the 
Access Group had provided written confirmation that they were happy 
with those improvements. Cherry Tree car park improvements had not 
been carried out due to lack of budget. 
 
Mrs Spencer noted that there was no designated parking for mums with 
children and this was acknowledged, but it was also pointed out that 
providing extra wide spaces reduced the overall number of spaces 
available. 
 
The Chairman was aware that in the current economic climate it would 
be difficult to make any changes, and that any suggestions made by the 
Group were unlikely to be implemented until the situation improved. 
 
Members discussed the possibility that if the Council brought in fees it 
would provide money to make changes.  The Corporate Projects 
Manager advised that this had been looked at previously.  Depending 
on the infrastructure costs to run car park charging and the operating 
policies selected (on enforcement levels and especially if short stays 
were allowed free) there might not be much surplus money. 
 
With regard to some additional parking, he suggested that (subject to 
confirmation) the Group might like to consider publicising the fact that 
the Old Guildhall car park, which had barrier access during the week, 
was open to the public at weekends.  This would provide additional 
spaces for Christmas shoppers. 
 
The Chairman felt that nothing more could be done until the Group had 
received information on the extent of enforcement to be undertaken by 
the Norfolk Parking Partnership and the intentions of the Council with 
regard to charging.   
  

29/11 NEXT MEETING   
  
 The arrangements for the Public meeting to be held on 6 December 

2011 at 7pm in the Anglia Room, were noted.  
 

 
The meeting closed at 12.55 pm 

CHAIRMAN 


